CRAFTING WITH KIDS

By Megan 0. Andersen  www.radmegan.blogspot.com

Cmf'hn@ with kide can be a #ukl Lng?iring experience, or a compk'\‘dy exhaucting one
depending on how you approach . Whether you have an aftemoon of Projecfg plannedt
for one very cpecial kiddo or are hocting a craft party for an entire daccroomc
worth of tote, there are a few hefpﬁ,«! ﬁ})g that can make cmﬁin@ with kide a more

rewarding and cucceceful experience for everyone involved
4 {7

PRO TIP: Use positive words to
encourage them to try new things
and to empower them when they have
succeeded. Make sure the take-away is
a positive one.

PROTIP: The usual suspects for messy craftsare:
5 b de bubbles, needle-felting
(that wool roving will end up everywherel)
Ppapier mache and of course, giitter: Giitter spreads ke
wild fire and seems to never FULLY disappear from the
crafty house it's been introduced to—no matter how
often you clean. If you love glitter and want your kids to
craft with it NO MATTER WHAT AGE, consider making a
“glitter station” on a tea tray or designated area outdoors QJ
to somewhat contain it.
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AGE
Set your youngsters up for success with a project they
plete. Kids develop hand-eye coordination, dexterity
and patience at different ages. Select projects that you
will enjoy and can finish—or at least make considerable h
on within your allotted crafting time. Children have inc
imaginations and vast creativity. If you think the proje
presenting might be a little beyond their reach, take
explaining and showing them the steps they need to
might just be blown away by what they create!

APPTOPIIATE PIrOJECTS

GOOD CLean run

Messy crafts are tons of fun (when they are at son
house) but don't take all “messy crafts” off the
hosting a creative activity at your house. Simple
as putting butcher paper or newsprint over the wo:
bringing the paints and materials outside on
having the kids wear aprons (smocks, oversized
even paper grocery bags) to protect clothing will
the headache that can come with cleaning up a
has dried.
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1ld be the number one craft tip when it comes to
with kids on creative projects. Whether you have a
wing room or just a drawer of art supplies, keeping
dy will make life much easier when you

ggle the variety of requests that can be

you during a craft date. My nieces will
e over to craft with me and no matter what
working on, their brains are always ten steps
ine. When they request buttons, I know
here the buttons are, when they use up all

I always have another bottle on hand. Out of
, I've had to organize my jewelry-making
into two bins; “beads for kids” and “beads to
hing puts a damper on creativity like stopping
to either pick out the kid-friendly materials,
go to the store because you ran out of

you have planned is quick, and I mean QUICK, it
atigue sets in when the tummies start to rumble.
t sticks, and other easy snacks ready when the
to shift focus from raiding your fabric bins to

| stations. Write down the name of the crafter next toeach | o R i
anizen, Be Sare \Opro)ecttomakesurenocraftsgetmlxedup | DEALING WITH DISTracTIons anb SHIP-Jumpeers
I've found that when kids of different ages are attending the same

O PRO TIP: Organization is extremely important when
crafnng with a large group of kids. Have a clear explana- |
tion of steps, taped off areas that are not to be entered by

anyone besides you or other adults, and a variety of work >

crafty event, there is always one who gets easily distracted and want
to do something else. When I host craft camps, crafty birthday parties
or even just have my friends’ kids over to play, there are always a few
who want to jump ship and ditch whatever it is we're doing. This is
where your individual “parenting style” comes into play. If you are like
me, you will encourage your potential ship-jumpers to stick around
and work on whatever well planned project everyone else is having

fun doing.
LET G0, Have FuIn s
Kids are fun. Crafts are fun. Try not to get wrapped up in the details of Stors Pa‘""W“"PW"""“m"“‘g””“e, K
what things “should” look like. Let imagination run wild and encour- < those who are having a bad day and don't w
age everyone to play nice, respect the tools, and make it work! [ e pa e nCneh s an off day b O

2 3 | have to let one Grumpy Gus take you down. g

PRO TIP: Whenever possible, take
photos of the crafters in action as
well as photos of their finished
4 works of art. Photographs are
the best way to remember how
much fun we had while crafting

\_() together and reminds us to do it
< more often!

/O PRO TIP: Snack time is for you too, Mom ™
and Dad. Treat yourself to a handful of
goldfish crackers and a juice box when the
little ones need a break. ada|
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